
 

 

Kindergarten 
Mathematics 

 

 

AKS (Academic Knowledge and Skills)/Objective: Understand addition and subtraction. 
● Represent addition and subtraction with objects, fingers, mental images, drawings, sounds 

(e.g., claps) acting out situations, verbal explanations, expressions, or equations. 
● Solve addition and subtraction word problems, and add and subtract within 10 (e.g., by 

using objects or drawings to represent the problem.) 

 

This means… 

I can solve addition and subtraction word 
problems within 10 and represent the problems 
with drawings. 

I can record addition and subtraction within 10 by 
drawing an equation.  

This looks like… 

Your child will use part/part/whole mats and other 
strategies to represent addition and subtraction word 
problems within 10. 

Your child will represent a word problem by drawing 
an equation. 

 

Activity Title:  How many flowers are in my whole flower garden?   
 
LEVEL: Proficient 
 

Materials needed: you may contact your child’s teacher to borrow materials if necessary. 

 

• Part/ part whole mat (It can be drawn)  Digital part/part whole mat 

• Color counters  

 
• Pencil and paper 

https://toytheater.com/part-part-whole/
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Addition activity: 

1. Parents will read the story aloud: 

It’s spring and I’m going to go home and plant a garden this afternoon. This is what it’s going to 
look like: 

Part of my garden has 5 red flowers. Part of my garden has 2 yellow flowers. I’m wondering what 
my whole flower garden will look like.  How many flowers are in my whole flower garden? 

2. Parents will say aloud: “We know we can represent math situations using math tools. So, we are 
going to use counters to show my garden on my part/part/whole mat instead of my garden 
picture”. 

3. I’m going to put my red flowers in one part of the mat and yellow flowers in the other part of the 
mat. Parents will model counting 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, red flowers and 1, 2 yellow flowers as you 
slide the counters. 

 

 

 

4. Parents will say aloud: When we add, we join two parts to make a whole. So, when I combine/join 
the two parts, we’ll be able to count how many flowers are in my whole flower garden. 

5. Parents will model counting 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 while sliding the counters together. 
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6. Parents will model writing the equation sentence as follow: 

       5     +     2   =   7 
7. Parents will say aloud: How many flowers are in my whole flower garden? Then parents will 

model saying aloud, and writing the answer to the word problem. 

 There are 7 flowers in my whole flower garden. 

 

Subtraction activity: 

1. Parents will read the story aloud: 

Nine marshmallows were in a bowl. I ate three marshmallows. How many marshmallows are 
in the bowl now? 

2. In order to answer the question parents will say aloud: “We know we can represent math 
situations using math tools. So, we are going to use counters to represent the 9 marshmallows and 
put them in my bowl.  

Parents will model counting the marshmallows 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9.  Then, parents will 
model labeling  the picture with numbers, writing the number 9.  
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3. Parents will say aloud: Now that we have the marshmallows in my bowl, we are going to draw a 
circle to represent the marshmallows that I eat. 

 

4. Parents will say aloud: I took 3 marshmallows out of the bowl and I am going to place them in the 
take away circle, as they model counting 1, 2 and 3 and slide the counters and label the picture 
with the number 3. Draw the (-) sign next to it. 

 

  

5. Parents will model counting the marshmallows still left in the bowl… 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. There are 6 
marshmallows in the bowl. Parents will model labeling the leftover counters writing the number 
6 next to them.  This will be the answer to the word problem. 
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6. Parents will say aloud and model writing the equation sentence  

    9   -   3 =   6 
7. Parents will say aloud and model writing the answer to the word problem. 

 There are 6 marshmallows in the bowl now. 

If you do not have manipulatives at home, you can always have your kids use drawings to represent the 
problems and begin labeling the picture with numbers, equations, and/or words, just like the in following 
picture: 

 

 

If the activity is too hard, try this: 

You can practice doing the same math problems but now modeling within 5 to support the development 
of your child math skills. 

 

Addition example: 

 Materials needed: you may contact your child’s teacher to borrow materials if necessary. 

• Pencils, markers or crayons and paper. 

• Connecting cubes or any other manipulative available at home.  

Directions: 

Kindergarteners need many experiences using joining (addition) and separating (subtraction) 
vocabulary before introducing symbols (+, -, =) and equations in order to attach meaning to the 
symbols. To simplify this, we are going to work within 5. 
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1. Parents will read the story aloud: 

There were 2 bears standing on the wall. One more bear joined them. Now, there are 3 bears standing on 
the wall. 

 and makes  

2. To solve the problem parents will say aloud: “We know we can represent math situations using 
math tools. So, we are going to use counters to represent the bears. 

  

 

3. Parents will model counting and labeling the counters using numbers and symbols (+, -, =) and 
writing the equation sentence as shown in the following picture. 

 

 

Subtraction example: 

Materials needed: you may contact your child’s teacher to borrow materials if necessary. 

• Pencils, markers or crayons and paper. 

• Connecting cubes or any other manipulative available at home.  

 

 

and
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Directions: 

1. Parents will read the story aloud: 

There were 5 worms on a leaf. Two of the worms left to eat apples. Now, there are 3 worms on the 
leaf. 

2. To solve the problem parents will think aloud: “We know we can represent math situations using 
math tools. So, we are going to use counters to represent the worms. Parents will model counting 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and then you will model labeling the counter with the number 5, Parents will model 
drawing a circle to represent the take away and the (-) symbol just like the picture. 

Parents will say aloud:  There were 5 worms on a leaf. 

                
 

3. Parents will model separating the two worms that left to eat apples, as you model sliding the 
counters to the take away circle; label the circle with the number 2. 

 Parents will say aloud:  There were 5 worms on a leaf. Two of the worms left to eat apples. 

 

     
 

4. Parents continue modeling, labeling the leftover part as you write the number 3 for the worms left 
of the leaf. 

 Parents will say aloud: There were 5 worms on a leaf. Two of the worms left to eat apples. Now, 
there are 3 worms on the leaf. 
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If the activity is too easy, try this:                                                        two-color-counter-ten-frame 

 

• Have your child listen to or read this problem: Sarah is filling her bag with treats. Sarah can 
only put 8 treats in the bag. She has some cookies and some cupcakes. 

• “We know we can represent math situations using math tools. So, we are going to use 
counters to represent the treats.  

• Two of your friends have two different opinions: 

• 1) Carlos thinks... “There is only one way that Sarah can put the 8 treats in the bag.”  

• 2) Camila says, “There is more than 1 way that Sarah can put the 8 treats in the bag.” 

• Who do you agree with?   

• Draw all the pictures that show why you agree. 

 

                                      

• You can also use your part - part - whole mat.                                                                                                                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://toytheater.com/two-color-counter-ten-frame/
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If the activity is just right, try this:  

• Visit this link to find more math problems to keep practicing this skill with your child. 

https://www.k5learning.com/free-preschool-kindergarten-worksheets/addition/addition-word-problems
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